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Collegeville’s 
St. John the Baptist Parish:
a few tidbits from its history
Covers of the Parish centennial commemoration liturgy program and the 1988 Parish 
Directory.
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“…not a detailed history of the parish 
from 1875 to 1975, but rather an 
accounting of major events of that 
century's parish life and a reflection 
through anecdotes and photos of the 
flavor of that life."
http://www.csbsju.edu/SJU-
Archives/SJUHistory/BooksaboutStJohns/StonesandHills.htm
3
Stones & Hills, p. 113 & 120
4
Abbey Banner Winter 2019 p. 22-23
Abbey Banner article ”Minnesota 13” by Aaron Raverty p. 22-23
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/49638
2019 Volume 19 Number 03 Abbey Banner Winter
5
http://www.csbsju.edu/SJU-
Archives/SJUHistory/BooksaboutStJohns/StonesandHills.htm
6
Kieran Nolan, OSB: Aug. 1972 - July 1978
Roger Klassen, OSB: July 20, 1978 - June 1990
Robert Pierson, OSB: July 1990 - June 1991
Simeon Thole, OSB: July 1991 - June 1996
Jonathan Licari, OSB: July 1996 - May 2001
Blane Wasnie, OSB: August 2001 - June 2003
Eugene McGlothlin, OSB: July 2003 - August 2010
Jerome Tupa, OSB: August 2010 - June 2012
Wilfred Theisen, OSB, interim pastor: June - August 2012
Nathanael Hauser, OSB:  September 2012 - August 2014
Gregory Miller, OSB:  August 2014 - June 2019
Jerome Tupa, OSB: July 2019 -Pastors 1944-1978
Stones & Hills, p. 33 & Appendix 2 & Stones & Hills website,
http://www.csbsju.edu/SJU-
Archives/SJUHistory/BooksaboutStJohns/StonesandHills.htm
Photos from Stones & Hills p. 163 – pastors from 1944 – 1978
Peter Engel was the abbot from November 28, 1894 - November 27, 1921
7
Jubilee photo from Stones & Hills p. 94; “buggy” quote from p. 100, longer text from 
Godfrey Diekmann’s sermon for the Parish Centennial Dec. 12, 1975, p. 4
8
Pew renters were “in arrears”!
Pastor 1947-1956
Photo: Stones & Hills p. 105 
Clippings are from the parish bulletins, in the St. John’s Abbey Archives.
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Some of the bulletin notes dealt with doctrine & church rules:
Some were witty and reminiscent of the SJU Chaplain’s Letters:
A common theme was harping 
about attendance at mass:
…and occasionally about attendance at other things:
Fr. Lancelot Atsch
Pastor 1956-1965
Fr. Lancelot Atsch, pastor from 1956-1965
Clippings are from the parish bulletins, in the St. John’s Abbey Archives.
10
Parish financial matters were frequently mentioned:
…apparently for good reason!
Fr. Lancelot Atsch
Fr. Lancelot Atsch, pastor from 1956-1965
Clippings are from the parish bulletins, in the St. John’s Abbey Archives.
11
And speaking of finances:
Fr. Lancelot Atsch
Fr. Lancelot Atsch, pastor from 1956-1965
Clippings are from the parish bulletins, in the St. John’s Abbey Archives.
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1924 aerial view of St. John’s 
…just before the Parish built its school past the cemetery
13
From 1925 to 1967, the parish conducted a parochial 
school on land leased from St. John's Abbey. 
Cornerstone photo from 1975 Parish Directory p. 17
School photo from Stones & Hills p. 125
Text: http://stjohnthebaptistparish.org/about-the-parish/history/
14
Photos from Stones & Hills p. 125
Text from Parish school history.pdf
15
“[In 1967] The members of the parish voted to close the school 
plant to regular parochial school classes.  The reasons: rising costs 
of operating and a sharp decrease in the student population 
served due to the available public school facility (JFK elementary 
in St. Joseph) and the new bus laws.  
-- Edward Vessel, Education Committee (attached
to A Partial Report of the Parish Survey, 28 Feb. [1972])
Photo from Stones & Hills p. 125
16
Stones & Hills, p. 141; text from Stones & Hills, p.  143
17
Compiled in 2014 & 2019-2020
by Peggy Landwehr Roske, CSB/SJU Archivist.  
All rights reserved. 
The parish school site today
Stones & Hills, p. 141; text from Stones & Hills, p.  143
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